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Detection technologies 

The NC1 is targeting two areas of 
detection technology: detecting the signa- 
tures of cancer cells and detecting cancer 
cells through diagnostic imaging. The 
goal is to develop new methodologies that 
will allow tumour detection at the earliest 
stage, when the number of tumour cells 
is small. They also aim to discover and 
develop techniques that will further 
increase the precision, accuracy, and 
scope of imaging diagnosis and inte- 
grate imaging further into the practice 
of clinical oncology. 

Developmental diagnostics 

There is a need to be able to predict 
the changes in the behaviour of the can- 
cer. These changes are determined by 
molecular changes during tumour devel- 
opment. Precise knowledge of the devel- 
opment of the individual’s tumour will 
allow correct choices about therapy and 
accurate predictions of prognosis. Thus 
the N.I. goal is to develop diagnostic 
tests that will allow treatment choice to 
be based on the fundamental properties 
of a tumour cell. 

Applications for training fellowships 

in 1997-1998 are invited from junior 

scientists wishing to be trained in 

aspects of cancer research related to 

the International Agency for Research 

on Cancer’s (IARC’s) own pro- 

gramme: epidemiology, biostatistics, 

environmental and viral carcinogene- 

sis, cell biology, cell genetics, molecu- 

lar biology and mechanisms of car- 

cinogenesis. 

Epidemiologists and laboratory sci- 

entists are encouraged to apply for 

interdisciplinary training that will 

facilitate the conduct of genetic and 

molecular epidemiological research. 

Applications requiring basic training 

in cancer epidemiology will also be 

considered. 

Fellowships are awarded for one 

year and are tenable at the IARC in 

Lyon, France, or any other suitable 

institution abroad. 

Fellowship application forms and 

more detailed information are avail- 

able from: 

Cancer Research Fellowship 

Programme, 

International Agency for Research 

on Cancer, 

150 tours Albert-Thomas, 

69372 Lyon Cedex 08, France. 

Tel: (0) 4 72 73 84 48 

Fax: (0) 4 72 73 85 75 

e-mail: elakroud@iarc.fr 

BREAST CANCER 
PREVENTION 
TRIAL NEEDS 3000 
FEWER WOMEN 
THAN PLANNED 

The Breast Cancer Prevention Trial 

(BCPT) launched in 1992 will now 

only require 13 000 women instead of 

16 000 to see if tamoxifen prevents 

breast cancer in women at increased 

risk of the disease. This is because the 

women volunteering for the study 

have a much greater underlying risk 

of breast cancer than anticipated. 

The study is taking place at more 

than 300 sites in the U.S.A., Canada, 

and Puerto Rico. So far, over 12 000 

women have entered the trial and 

recruitment should be completed 

within the next year. 

Dr Leslie Ford, the NC1 co-ordina- 

tor for the BCPT and associate direc- 

tor for Early Detection and 

Community Oncology at the 

Institute, noted that, “We are closing 

in on an answer about the value of 

tamoxifen in preventing breast can- 

cer, an answer which will help other 

women at increased risk for breast 

cancer to make informed choices 

about their health in the future.” 


